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ACC TV paef inclu

By LEONARD LAYE
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Eight events in sports other than
basketball, a 25-week series of news-
feature programs and two specials
will be a part of an expanded Atlan-
1ic Coast Conference television paclc-
age for the 1982-83 school year.

The main attraction of-the pack-
&ge will, as in past years, be the
telecast of a 38-game basketball

- schedule, 31 games during the regu-
Jar season and seven during the
ACC's  post-season  championship
tournament. :

For at least tlie next three years,
however, the conference will get
ielevision exposure in other, tradi-
Bonally  non-revenue  producing
sporis. -

The package, thought to the first
of its kind for any conference, is be-
iz put together as a joint venture of
Raycom, Inc. and Jefferson Produc-
tions, both of Charlotte,

.

S,

T3

PR

Lo
I Rt e

oy,

5 fresssd

SR
3

LLEGES/NBA

T Ll

“We wanted to be more than jist
a basketball supplier,” said Rick Ray,
president of Raycom. “We believe it
is in the long-term interest of the
conference to expand.

“There's a limit to the number of
baslketball games you can put on and

the amount of revenue that carppro- -

duce.!

Here's a capsule look at the fea-
fures’ of the package which will
supplement the baslketball telecasts:

o The eight, non-basketball events to
be telecast will be piclked by ACC
officials. Sports most likely to be in-
volved are baseball, soccer, women's
Dbasketball, lacrosse and swimming. .

Terms of the agreement call for
ielecasts of eight events, not necessa-
rily eight different sports.

Live telecasts of football games
are not part of the package, since the
NCAA controls rights to all Division
1 foolball garnes. But Ray said tape-
defay football telecasts are possible in

O

the future. - .
e Feahlures, news and scores of all
ACC events will be a part of the
format for Sports Center, a 30-min-
ute program to be telecast on Satur~
days for a 25-weels period.

“This program will have two
functions, information and magazine-
style features,” said Dee Ray, Rick's
wife, who is executive vice-president’
of Raycom.

“Sports Center will air prior to the
Saturday games during basketball
season. We ill also have this on at
pre-game, halftime and post-game.

“This will be produced completely
separate from the basketball telecast,
at Jefferson Productions, and will
have its owm director and an-
nouncer.”

Sports Center will continue alter
basketball season, providing news
and features on spring spons end
recruiting for basketball and football.
© Raycam/Jelferson now plans twa
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specials, both related to basketball.

The first will a preseason
show, taking a look at each of the
ACC's eight teams. .

The -second will be a one-hour
ACC tournament special, which will
be televised before the start of the
championship game in March. In-
cluded will be highlights of the regu-
lar season and the first two rounds of
the tournament.

= * #

The scope of the package and the
amount of the rights feé for three
yrears — not announced but reported
by ACC sources’to be $18 million,
yith $5 million for the first year, §G
million for the second and §7 for the
third — sliow just how much the
conference has gone “big business”
in the past two years. ’ )

CD, Chesley, who initiated ACC
basketball telecasls and produced
them for 24 years, pzid $600,000 for
the rights in the 1980-81 season and

Continued {rom Page 4C

for a package that some university
officials believe could become 2
anodel for future college telecasts.

I don’t think there ave any other
conferences developing other sports
like this,” Rick Ray said.

“Onr goal is to become 2 year-
round network.'So we had peen
Jcoking at developing other progtam-
ming.”

The Rays are now in the process
of selling the programming to spon-
gors and lining up commercial sta-
fions to telecast all or part of the
package. One of the major cable
companies, most lilkely ESPN, is also
expected to take the ACC telecasts.

*“We're placing this on a marlcet«
by-market basis,” said Rick Ray.
“Some markets will take the whole
package while others may take just

“parl of it
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had a contract for Lhe 1981-82 rights
for §1 million.

“The conference, however, pur-
chased the last year of Chesley's con-
tract, put the rights up for bid and
awarded the 1981-82 package to
Metrosports of Rockville, Md., for a
reported $3.75 million.

Raycom and Jefferson Productions
were among the companies bidding
for the rights last year, but they bid
separately. This year, they got to-
gether for the ACC package only,

“We couldn't have found a belter
partner,” said Dee Ray.

Jefferson is a major company with
Jongtime experience in all forms of
production. Raycom, started in 1979
by the Rays, is not as experienced’
but has produced a variety of college
basletball radio broadcasts and tele-
casts for Lhe past three years.

Their marriage has produced plans

Cantinued on Pg. 18C, Col. 1

ACC games in Charlotte have Lra-
litiopally been shown by WBTV,
Chimnel 3, though olher stations
" picked up a few ol the Melrosports

pames last season when WBTV had

cuwiculty clearing networle program-
ming in sorne.prime time positions.
That may not be a problem next.
season, since weel-night games will,
‘e scaltered on a Tuesday-Wednes«
lay-Thursday schedule lo avoid re-
eiledly bumping network shows on

Tie same night through an entire sea-

son, Most week-night pamies were

televized on Wednesdays in past sea-

ns.

Prime time games are expected to
begin at 9 pan. next season, one hour
later than the starting time set by
Metrosports last year,

Saturday TV games, most of them
doubleheaders, will remain in an af-
ternocon tirne slol.
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Worth

With N.C. State leading Maryland
13-11 halfway to a 40-28 win over the
Terrapins in Friday’s first round of
the Atlantic Coast Conference basket-
ball tournament, a media wag took
note of a cascade of boos from the sell-
out crowd and cracked: “Poor Rick
Ray; I feel sorry for that guy.”

The wag was referring to the chief
executive officer of Raycom Sports
Network, whose $18 million bid for
the regional TV rights to ACC basket-
ball for the next three years was ac-
cepted Thursday by the conference’s
athletic directors.

Judging from the dubious entertain-
ment value of the State-Maryland
game, neither the crowd nor the wag
evidently felt Ray had made a wise
investment.

As reported earlier by the Daily
News, the bid was estimated at $15

million. It was learned Friday that
that figure fell below the actual size of
the bid entered jointly by the Char-
lotte-based Raycom network and Jef-
ferson Standard Broadcasting, a
subsidiary of the Jefferson Pilot Co.
and the owner of WBTV in Charlotte.
The actyal bid reached $18 million on
an escalating scale from $5 million for
the 1982-83 rights to $6 million in
1983-84 and $7 million in 1984-85.
MetroSports, the Washington-based
production company which packaged
the 1981-82 ACC network, lost out to
Raycom despite a bid of $15 million.

In spite of Friday’s disclosure, ACC

- Commissioner Bob James and other

conference officials would not confirm
their acceptance of the agreement,
pending its submission to the hier-
archy of the eight-member institutions
for their approval. ’




