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Without a doubt,
the league leaders

The Orlando Sentinel series identifying “The Most Powerful People in Col-
lege Sports” focuses today on the ACC.

The choice for No. 1is clear: It is commissioner John Swofford, the lifelong
fan of the league he built into a 12-team super-conference.

The ACC s full of powerful administrators and legendary coaches. None,
though, has shaped the ACC into what it is today more than Swofford, a native
of North Wilkesboro and former quarterback and later athletics director at
North Carolina. — ANDREW CARTER, ORLANDO (FLA) SENTINEL
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1. JOHN SWOFFORD
ACC commissioner.

The ACC's commissioner since
1997, he has led -the conference
through major changes - none more
dramatic than the expansion in 2003
that altered the landscape of college
sports. Under Swofford’s watch, the
ACC has grown significantly in stat-
wre and exposure.
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4. CHARLOTTE’S
KEN HAINES

President and chief execu-
tive officer, Raycom Sports.

ACC basketball owes a
lot of its growth to Raycom
Sports, which began televis-
ing the league’s games re-
gionally in the early 1980s.
Haines joined
the company
not long after
its inception
in1979,and he
has played an
- o integral role
JHaines - ever since in

the broadcast
partnership with the league.
Raycom’s most recent con-
tract with the ACC, which
expires in 201, brought
more than $300 million to
the conference over 10
years.

5. MICHAEL KELLY

ACC associate commissioner
for football.

Kelly manages the
league’s regular-season
football schedule and has
the unenviable task of malk-
ing the league’s struggling
football championship
game a success.

2. MIKE KRZYZEWSH]
Duke basketball coach.

‘When you’ Lelmommatlona.llyby
asingleletter-as Coach Kis-you're
powerful. Duke m.lghthave slipped -
if only a bit - in recent years, | but
Krzyzewski is still the most ideritifi-
able coach in the college game. He
led Team USA to the gold medal in
the Beijing Olympics.
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The rest

11. Gary Stokan, presi-
dent of the Chick-fil-A Bowl

12. Rick Catlett, presi-
dent of the Gator Bow!

13. Dick Baddour, UNC
athletics director

14. Kevin White, Duke
athletics director

15. Frank Beamer, Virginia
Tech foothall coach

16. Gary Williams, Mary-
land basketball coach

17. Dean Smith, former
UNC basketball coach

18. John Clougherty, ACC
coordinator of men's bas-
ketball officials

19. Gene Corrigan, former
ACC commissioner

20. Randy Spetman,
Florida State athletics
director

6. DEBBIE YOW
Maryland athletics director.

Maryland’s athletics depart-
ment had plenty*of issues be-
fore Yow’s arrival in 1994. But
since then, the Terrapins have
significantly improved com-
petitively - in the classroom
and financially.

T. KARL HICKS

ACC associate commissioner
for men's basketball.

Upset that your favorite
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3. ROY WILLIAMS
North Carolina basketball coach.

A favorite son of North Caroli-
na, Williams returned to his alma
mater in 2003. All he has done
since is guide the Tar Heels to two
national championships (2005 and
’09) and restore greatness to one of
the most storied programs in the
nation.

SEE POWERFUL, 6C

ACC basketball team is seem-~
ingly never on ESPN? Blame
the mnetwork. Then blame
Hicks. He has the most control
over the league’s regular-sea-
son schedule, and he also is re-
sponsible for management and
promotion of the ACC basket-
ball tournament.

8. RON WELLRIAN
Wake Forest athletics director.

The longest-tenured of any
of the league’s athletic direc-
tors, Wellman began his role at
Wale Forest in 1992 and has
since led one of the most suc-
cessful overall athletic pro-
grams in the nation.

9. BOBBY BOWDEN
Florida State football coach.

No, Bowden’s program isim’t
what it used to be, and his de-
tractors might say he’s not the
most powerful coach on his
own staff. Still, he’s aliving leg-
end and his dominant Semi-
noles teams of the1990s helped
malke the ACC more football-
centric.

10. DICK VITALE

College baskethall broadcaster,
ABC/ESPN.

Love him or hate him, Dickie
V is an ambassador for college
Dbasketball and, especially, ACC
basketball. He might have his

favorites and he might inspire
you to hit the mute button, but

- when he broadcasts an ACC

game, it’s a two-hour commer-
cial for how great the league is,
babv!
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ACC’s 10 maost povwerful

1. John Swolford, ACC
Commissionar. The ACC's
Commissioner since 1997,
Swafford has led the conder-
ence through dramatic
changss — none more so
than the expansion in 2003
that alterad the bandscape of
cofege sporis. Under Swol-
ford's watch, the ACC has
grown significantly in stature
and exposure.

[xasheathball. Upset that your
favorite ACC basketball team
is seerningly never on ESPN?
Blame the network. Then
blame Hicks. He has the most
contrel over the feague’s
regular-season schedule, and
he also is responsible for
management and promotion
of the ACC basketbalf touma-
meny, the league’s <.gﬂmeE
event

2. ke Krzyzewsld, Duke
foasketizall coach. When
you're known netionally by a
single letter — as Coach Kis
— you're poweriu. Duke
might have sdippad — if ondy
a bit — in recent years, but
Krzyzewski Is stll the most
identifiable coach in the
caltege game. He guided
Team USA 1o the gold medal
in the Beijing Qlympics and
reportedly will continue to
ceach the national team,

3. Roy Willams, North
Carolina bashetinal] coach. A
{avarite son of North Caroli-
na, Williams returned to his
almna mater in 2003. Al he
has done since is guide the
Tar Heels Lo two national
championships (2005 and
‘09) and restore greatness 1o
one of e most storied
pregrams in the nation.

4, Ken Halnss, President

and Chief Exacutive Officer,
Rayrom Sporis. ACC basket-
ball owes a lot of its growth
to Raycom Sposts, which
began televising the league’s
games regionally in the early
1980s. Haines joined the
company not long after its
inception in 1979 and he has
played an integral role ever
since in the broadcast pant-
nership with the league.
Raycom’s mast recent con-
tract with the ACC, which
expires in 201 1, brought
mere than $300 millien to
the conference over 10 years.

5. Michae] Kelly, ACC Asso-
ciate Commisstoney for
foothall Another behind-
the-scenas guy, Kelly manag-
es the league’s regular-sea-
son football schedule and
has the unenviable task of
making the league’s strug-
gling football championship
game a success. His rofe will
became more important in
the coming years, when the
conference begins renegoti-
ating its TV contracls.

6. Dbl Yow, Maryland
athletic cirscior. There's a
reason why Yow is among
the rmost respacted adminis-
traiors in college athletics.
ihanyland’s athletic depan-
ment had plenty of issues
before Yow's arrival in 1994
but since, the Termapins have
significantly improved com-
petitively, in the dassroom
and finandally.

7. Kar) Hids, ACC Assodiate
Comimissiener for men's

8. Ren Wellman, Wake
Fesest athistic director. The
longast-tenured of any of the
league’s athletic direciors,
Weliman began his role at
Wale Forestin 1992 and has
since led one of the most
successful overall athletic
programs in the nation, Walke
is among the smallest
schaals in‘Division }, but jts
teams have been highly
regarded on and off the field.
Wellman is considered by
peers to be among the best
ADs in the country.

9. Bobby Bowden, Florda
State football caach. No,
Bowden's program isn’t what
it used to be and his detrac-
tors might say'he’s not the
most powerful coach on his
own staff. Still, he's a living
legend and his deminant
Serminoles teamns of the
19805 helped tum the ACC
toward becoming more of a
footbali-centric conference.
And he can still work a room
li%e no one else, ’

10. Dick Vitale, coiege
baskethal] broadeastes
ABTMESPH. Love hir or hate
him, Diclée Vis an arnbassa-
dor for college badkethall
and, espedially, ACC basket-
ball. He might have his favor-
ites and he might inspire you
to hit the mute button, but
when he broadcasts an ACC
game, it's a two-hour com-
mercial for how great the
league is, babyl

Second 10

117. Gary Steken, president of
the Chick-fil-A Bowl

12. Riche Catdett, president of
the Gatar Bowd

13. Dick Batldour, North
Carolina athletic director

14. Kewvin White, Duke ath-
letic director

15. Frank Beamer, Virginia
Tech football coach

16. Gary Williams, Maryland
basketball coach

17. Dean Smith, former
North Carglina basketball
coach

18. John Coughery, ACC

coardinator of men’s basket-
ball officials

12. Gena Corvigan, former
ACC Commissioner

20. Randy Spatman, Forda
Stale athletic director
- Andnzw Carvor




