nile, the sirongest
schools might find themselves
in bidding wars. Independent
Miami (Fla.) and foothall inde-
pendent Florida State are be-
ing courled by conferences.
“At some poini, maybe as
many as five years from now,
yow're going to see fewer con-
ferences bui larger con
al

Ty
who prepared a markeling sur-
vey ior the Meire Conference,
another one esger o expand.
His survey sug d g 16-
team super conference, which,
if the Meitro pulled it o, wounld

TV houszholds, A
y, more than an
engine driving these

Noire Dame staried it =
$30 million deal ihat giv :
all of Notre Deame’s fooilyall
home games for five years, Un-
il then, the College Fooiball
Association had negotiated TV
coniracts for ils 64 members.

When Noire Dame broke
ranks, i left open the prospect
of others worlking oui their own
TV contracts.

Notre Dame iz the only

The lssi fwo options pein
Brock. “T'd hate to see our con-
ference breal up afier sil
these many years,” he said,
“It’s ironic that the SEC would
come take one of our valued in-
stitutions when we've had ‘em
(SEC schools g opponents) in
22 (Cotton Bowl) gamess.”

The SWC has bean bedeviled
in recent seasons by a rash of
NCAA probations by memdber
schools. The only schools un-

touched zeandal: Ar-

said at least four land-
school® jn the SEC pro-
vide major rezearch and doc-
toral programs for their states
— as ‘Arkansas does for iis
state. He added SEC schools
irequently compete against Ar-
kansas for faculty: “I’s almost
like the non-athletic benefits
for this may be more impor-
tant than anything athletic

SEC Comimissioner Rg
mer had no comient,
Commissioner Fred Jacoby
had lots of thew.,

“It's not good news,” he said,
“Arkansas has been a valued .

= af e conteranse
school with emough national — FemIver o 9“%};1:5“—"’_;%@’3‘*
oppeal to pull off ifs own TV ~ WE'TE SOITy Uhey are
s that position.

- ' . By Erik Bradyv deal. Bit super conferences
) I 76 e e Ly il bh@dgf e Lol LA ot A e
IF U versity USA TODAY ihe USA’s best footbell and bas- _ Jacoby said an Arlianczs.
iOire Qe ketball schools would be able  ficial told him last week e
ol b w it \n . . - ~ gcheel would likely accept an
A e ’ Ariramess joined the South- “Dan’t blame TV,” said invitation to join the SEC:
&S @}q@%m@@ west @@mﬁ'@n’gmce_@s a cﬁnaf‘[ef{ Cook. “Blame TV’s maoney. “They calied me to {ell me ina;
, - 4 InErmber during World War I, And it doesw’t matter how tﬂieir decision is that they are
Conieran Ces back when ihe Ivy League  much money colleges male gone With the board approval.”
- dominated college fooihall, They're like the Pentag ~ Jacoby said Arkansas likely
mignt ﬁDﬂSf’g/’ This weel, 76 years later,  no malier how much th would play in the SWC this fal
P T R A Arlansas is ready ko Jumpship  they'll find & way (o ap because it is contractually oli-
MUSIC8I CNaIrs  end play s footbell tnd other 2l 2ated 10 o 0. Jack Crovie, Ap.
— —__ SPOFLS In the rival Southessi- TY inoney is one of the = st
ern Conference. Iis board of|  sons for Arkansae’ Shift, W Lansas’ first-year footbhall
§ h . ! 2 T
trustees erialn o make that oficial Wednesday, the scheol’s board of i coach, said he expects io play
SOURG Longlime member of one conference  considers ihe change Wedne an SEC scheduls by 1092,
agis s 1 COSHNY Camp. day, its 10 rembers will log “We know who our oppo-
LU anything bui simple, he average athlefic nents are in 1891,” Crowe said
Th e oy

in an interview with Houston
‘ TV station KRIV. “We Imaw
wiilh ; Tiansss got who our opponenis are in 1999,
S5 with geogra, or veumeg. through ils SWC afilietion. After that, I dow’t know what's
m o gi_»:}ﬂ"’ﬁﬂ%‘d, caid Ken _T'ﬁ_x'&ames,n execuiive viece Arkansas President B. Alan going to happen,”
grfg?udggng of Raycom, which syndicates TV sporis. “Ii may Sugg =aid the board will meet her does the SWC, which
U;gpme-'m st of u:ﬂmy émmmu S5 We'Te guing to see fall in the in “Fayeﬁewfmg Sugg added t call an ;:eme?faé cy
UPCoMIng weelks and months,” bot | Fayetievi - c * Jacok o :
T G e Ee - T oth he and Fayetteville cam- meenng” Jacoby said, a
The first domine was Penn State, In Mas Jlijoined the Big g ChanceﬂﬂngDaﬂ ; gb{gch gﬂﬁmi@;%é ;ff%;f?
i STR@ gk T T ) g o - ' . ; . s gy
}1@ ??![:’LTL@K’(:H_WG. _L.ub‘l_u L-'enmtﬂw ﬂl@u&[ﬁl 13 an Atlantic-10 would recommend = he isn't sure when one ¢
\v uaﬁme&m member in @ﬁn@gr SpOrE, 12 g football indepen- meeiing that the = cailed, SHI, § ‘(.;mewenﬁ' arg
dent = YNCARINg its move to the Big 10 did not leave anoth- leave the SWC. And the Swn, uﬂi;uf *:,L _vf@%g:@-y -
er confergne t one key football school, the board’s chairmsas That’s bﬁcguse the SEC
€L was leaning toward a i

22 Arkansas’ move might cavse 2 doming ef- distripution in ihe SE ;
180 ACToss the couniry — a resh of colleges swiiching con- 90 — more {han $1.6 millicn -
ierences in a complex mairz that has more fo do Wi TV vs. the $760,000 Arh
dollars than i does v geography or iraditional

This one Is different, Now the SWC is lefi with ei might not ke done raidiz
. o SISERE GC done raidis

- 2 o 1T Fem e
echools, all in Tewss !
1 LIS, ! _ neighbor, Arkansas’ denet -
“(Cotion 50wl erecumve ¢ oiook: ATkanses’ departur

“You cam’t have

ence all in one s
ESPN college fooths]
Beano Cook. “Not unless
high school conference.”

Coelk thinks the SWC will iry
to lure Oklahoma from the Big
Eight. He adds if tha happens,
Nebraska might enier the Big
10 (or, by then, the Big Dozen).

Where would that leave the
Big Eight? “They’d be in trou-
ble,” said Cook. “Just like the
SWC is in trouble now.”

It could become a nation-
wide game of musical chairs
~= With schools scrambling for
conference affiliations that
mean the most TV money. And
when the music stops, the
weakest schools in existing
conferences might find them-
selves left out in the cold.

<

ﬁ*ecmr) Jim Broglz better get in
a slrailjackel” saig mopips
Coolt, “before he Jumps of 1
nearest bridge in Deljag >
. ng@lt’s because. the Coiton
OWI'S hast team the Iast two
e2sons has beep — Surprise
— the Arkansas Razorbacks,
What might the Cotion Bowi
do new? “We coyig slay where
we 8re, realign wiih another
COLEETENCe or hecome an open
b@%vﬂ,” eald Brock, “T t deci-
Ston would be made by our
board of direciyrs ”

IS8

=]

ea]
<D

prezsure on Texss and
ir ine-
SEC is reporiedly
both schools he-
thelr large radio and
television markeis,

All ot that covld have g dev-
aslating Impeact the Colton
Bowl becavse the SWC champi-
on i3 the bowl’s host schag),

“I haie o e the spolligit
shifted down here afier we
cleared our hurdies with pro-
bations snd the NCAA,” said
Brock. “The league was boune-
ing back again.”

But the siain of probetion
might have a great deal to do
with why Arkensas is prepared
to leave the SWC after (hree-
quarters of a century.
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