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Reagan Vs, UNC- Gem’gm Tech

WRBTV has taken it on the chin from’

a few critics for not interrupting last

night’s UNC-Georgia Tech basketball
game for the State of the Union mes-
sage. The fault, if there is any, seems
to us to lie with President Reagan, not
WBTV. He changed the time of his
speech so it wouldn’t confliét with
NBC-TV’s pseudo-historical celebra-
tion of ambition, lust and carnage,
“Peter the Great.” How could a man
of his political savvy then pick a time
that conflicts with: a showdown be-
tween the No. 1 and No. 2 basketbali
teams in the nation?

It’s not as though WBTV’ sdemsxon
— the same one made by WFMY in

Greensboro and WRAL in Raleigh —
kept people in the dark about the
speech. Other stations carried it live,
WBTV showed it on tape after the
game, and newscasts and newspapers
covered it fully. .

As a rule, of course, WBTV should
carry the State of the Union address.
As a rule, it does. But breakmg that

.tule this time, under these cnrcuma

stances, is understandable.
(By the way, we do not think it is
true that if the world were ending

-during a televised ACC basketball

game, WBTV would stick with the
game and show the end of the wm'}ld
late; by tape delay.)
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Atlantic Coast Conference'
basketball is so popular in.
some places even Presxdent
Reagan can’t pre-empt it,

As Reagan addressed the na- |
tion Tuesday, thousands of fans |
tuned instead to TV stations |
broadcasting the game be-v
tween No. 1 North Carolina | !
and No. 2 Ceorgla Tech. Caroli- |
na won, 78-77, in overtime, ‘

“That’s a pretty ‘tough call,”
said Will Davis, program dxrec-
tor for WRAL, the CBS afiiliate
in Raleigh- Durham that chose
the game:-over Reagan, who !
was shown at 11:30 p.m. EST.

- Atlanta fans watched the j
game on independent station
WGNX. And of all the ACCTV |
stations, only those in Charles-
ton and Columbia, S.C., showed
the president’s address instead. i

Said Ken Haines, spokesman
for the Raycom/Jeuerson Pi-
Iot Network that pmduces the
ACC games:

“This could only happen in
ACC territory. It proves how
popular ACC baskztball is.”
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