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LEGENDS - Blockbuster Bowi - Penn State vs, Florida State - 8:00 pm, December

PIE"S Bowden, Penn State's Paterno
Transcend The Game

December 28, 1950 | By Nancy Gay of The Sentine! Staff

FORT LAUDERDALE — Spanning nearly fhree tecades and 2,000 mies, the friendship defines contrast
and defies the odds,

For diffierences, simply ratile off a fist, from siytes to philosophies, backgrounds and resumes, But their
uson was bofne of 2 kinship, as most enduring ones are. They see eye 1o eye on most things, care alike,
love gllike, compste alike, suffer alike,

“What matters to me seems 1o matter to him," says Joe Patemo, 64.

“And that's imporiant,” Bobby Bowiden, 61, chimes In.

"He's probably my closes! friend in the coaching business,” they'll both confess.

Go figure.

Just how unlikely is it that Bowden, Florida State's wildly successiul, gambling coach, 2nd Patemo, the
epiiome of tradition and greatness at Penn Siate, would have this relationship?

Friendships, like egends, so ofien defy conventional appearances. And they so often confound us all

The Bapfist coach from the Deep South and the Catholic coach from deep in Pennsyivania's coal country
- Happy Valley if's called - first hooked up 28 years 250, not wholly by design.

From Birmingham, Ala., 1t took two long train rides and some hitchhiking for near penniless Bowden, then
head coach at Howard University, to reach tiny State Coliege, Pa., where Patemo was an assistant at
Penn Stale. Al for a handshake and some lessons fromhe Nittany Lions' head man, Rip Engle.

What does Patemo remember about that first meeting? "Well .. * he says, hedging.

*They were surprised that | wasn't black " Bowden says, Interrupting. “He and Rip figured & coach from
Howard Universily in Alabama had 1o be black¥

The Iast time they met,  pair of swanky corporate jels touched down in Tahahassee and State Coliege
one codl morming In early December. From there, coliege football's reigning deans were whisked in
unaccustomed juxury 10 stmny Forl Lauderdale.

“Couches facing each other, tables and food - you could stand up and talk the whole way," Bowden says.
Southern-fried Birmingham never jooked like this.

“Food, tefevisions, big chairs. Very nice - not what I'm used 10" Paterno says, Poor boys from the streels
of Brookiyn don't see this every day.

They stood sheuldar fo shoulder, before @ slev: of cameras, microphones and awed officials from an
inaugural bow! game. Bowl founder H. Wayne Hulzenga, chainman of Blockbuster Enterainment Corp.
and a feBow who counts his millions in tiple dighs, ballied Up to both, his moneyed sophistication odly
oul of piace next to the smali-own charm of his gathered legends.



