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For this you don't need a
crystal ball: College sporis —
as we know it — is going
through rapid, massive
changes. You are going o be

reading and hearing about con- |

ference expansion constantly.

Hours and hours of inter-
views have led to this: our best,
as of Aug. 15, 1990, two-cents
worth about how things eventu-
ally will shake down.

The facts, and the rumors,
change daily. Remember, as
you sort through it all, fondness
for increased revenue is a two-
touchdown favorite against ira-
dition. And football is the sport
in the driver’s seat.

Listen, first to Ken Haines at
Raycom, a TV syndicator that
throws big bucks at confer-
ences if it likes the headcount
of TV households.

“This is the cutting edge,” he
says. “If the past is any indica-
tor, what you're going to see
within the nexi five years will
form the fabric of college
sports for the next 50 years.”

So now you know how im-
portant all this realignment
stuff is. And, if this is a sportis
story, you need some winners
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.' Mei:ro Conference Seeks

“to expand to: 16 teams

In the expans!on wars, the Metro Conference has gone"

. past the talking stage. After a two-day meeting in Charlotte,
eight Eastern football independens have a concrete pro-

posal to study
: - UPGOMING EVENTS
. TRACK AND FIELD;
BNP meetmg Lille,
France.
BOWLING: PBA, Ham-
mer Senior Open,
Houston, through
Thursda :

Y.
CYCLING: Tour de France,
Prologue & Futuroscope (4
miles).
PAOTORCYCLE RACING: As-
sen, Netherlands.

AUTO RACING: World
Sports Prototype en-
durance racs, Hocken-

heim, West Germany; IMSA,
“Camel Continental, Watkins
Glen, N.Y.
‘RUNNING: San Francisco
Marathon.

TRACK AND FIELD: Da-
gens-Nyheter Galan,
Stockholm.

CYCLING: Tour ds
France, fourth stage,
Nantes to Mount St. Mi-

chael.
SOCCER: World Cup, ssmifinal,
Naples, ltaly.

'Ihe eight — the Universl-

¢ ty of Miami, East Carolina,

West Vlrginla, Temple,
Rutgers, Pittsburgh, Syra-
cuse and Boston College —
have been invited to join the
Metro. It would become & 16-
team league with two eight-
team divisions for football.
The proposal Is the out-
growth of a study the league
had done by Raycom, a tele-
vision syndicator, which al-
ready has a five-year deal to
televise Metro basketball,
" “This would be the first su-
perconference,” said Ken
Heines, a Raycom official.
“In football, we'd be talking
35 percent of the country’s
TV markets. That's more
than anybody — even the
Big Ten. In basketball, even
without the three Big East
teams, you'd still be talking
15 percent, which puts it up
with everybody except may-
be the Big Ten and Big East.”

Heines says Raycom -

would like to see the deal firmed up in a month or two. It
already has been approved by present Metro members. -~

By JOHN BANNON
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ROAN OKE (AP) — The elght-school Metro Confer-
énce, originally interested in expandmg tol0or 12
institutions, now is considering doubling its size, the
Roanoke Times & World-News reported today.

. 'The decision to broaden the Metro's growth possibi-
litfea to- 16 schools .was prompted by the South-
dagtérn Conference’s recent move toward expansion,
eaid Ken Haines, executlve vice president of Raycom
Sports & Entertmnment .

Hmnes whose Bports marketing firm ig do]ng an
‘axpandion "study for the Metrq, said the conference's
original intent was to add either two or four schools,
but the SEC's plans prompfed the Metro to consider
other options.

“The Metro made an offensive move, and then the
SEC msade & defenswe ‘move that turned into an
offensive move,”. Haines told -the mewspaper on
Thursday, "Whet we're doing now is reacting to
what's happened after all of this expansion and re-
ahgnment talk by severa] leagues started to break
loose.”

The paper said the Metro’s broadened options in-
clude possibly adding eight of the nine non-Metro
teams canvassed for the conference by Raycom: Bos-
ton College, East Carolina, Miami (Fla.), Pittsburgh,
Rutgers, Syracuse, Temple and West Virginia. Penn
State, the other school in the study, recently was ad-
mltted to the Big Ten.

Syracuse athletie director Jake Crouthamel said
the Metro’s proposal has “gotten specific, but it in-
cludes a lot of people, some of which may not be avai-
lable and some of which may be key players.”

While saying Syracuse would be willing to talk
with the Metro, Crouthamel said there are many
unanswered questions regarding the Metro’s 16-team
presentation.

“Is Miami going to be in it?” he eaid. “How about
Florida State, South Carolina? Pitt could go to the
Big Ten. Rutgers could go to the Big Ten. I don't
know who's gomg to go where.”

Metro commissioner Ralph McFillen eaid he wants
to have representatives of all schools involved in the
league’s plans meet in the near future.

“We need to move in due haste, to proceed as
quickly as possible to get the jnterested partles
together tolook at this thing,” McFillen said.

At the Metro’s spring meeting last month in Des-
tin, Fla., it was announced that Raycom had asked
the conference to postpone any minor expansion to al-
low the company to compile additional information.

The SEC followed the Metro into the same Destin
hotel and immediately announced ite desire to pur-
sue expansion.

Two Metro schools — Florida Staté and South Car-
olina — have been mentioned in connection with the
SEC, Which unlike the Metro crowns & champion in
footba]l a8 well as basketball. The SEC reportedly
also has targeted Miami, anindependent.

Florida State has agreed to be admitted to "the
SEG, if this conference decides to expand.

Raycom considers Louisville a key to the Metro’s
future because of its high-profile basketball program.
The conference’s other ﬁve schools —Cincinnati,
Memphis State, Southern MlElElBElpp] Tulans and
Virginia: Tech —find themselves - waiting to see
whether the mors attractive scheols will stay.

Haines eiad Raycom would be finished gathering _

information by the end of June and he said thatfie
expected the Metro to mest soon to review the data.
Haines said the uncertainty is widespread.
“Thers is a lot of préssurs along with this and a lot
of athletic directors are very nervous,” he said. “The
schools on the fence are scared they're going to be left
out: The echeols with the power are scared thay’re go-

ing tn maka thae weane ehalna ?
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‘Super-league’
seems hard to
resist, by- pass

- I'VE LOOKED ALL'over and Ican’t find it.

Ican't find it anywhere

A reasdn, that is, for any one of the 16 schools that met
Thursday in Charlotte N.C., to balk at joining forces for what
would prove to be the largest colleglate "superconference in
the United States.

The 16-team proposal by the Metro Conference that includes
West Virginia would play to a football television audience that
would account for 35 percent of the country. Without Boston Col-
lege, Syracuse, Pitt and East Carolina in basketball, the audience
number would still be above 15.

Quite simply, it is the best proposal concerning Eastern tea-
ms to ever make it to print. The Big East schools retain their bas-
ketball gold mine. They strike one in football. The current Metro
basketball schools add prestige via WVU and Temple along with
Rutgers and Miami (Fla.).

And — all together now —WEST VIRGINI.A ESCAPES THE
ATLANTIC 10.

Of course, in football a conference with Miami, Florida
State, WVU, P]tt Syracuse, South Carolina, and, perhaps, Louls-
ville, would be ultra- successful.

1 put it to Ken Haines, vice president of Raycom, Inc., and
the man who many said orchestrated the proposal. Why would
any of the schools turn this down?

“I agree with you," he said. "I don’t see why one would turn -
it down. I honestly don’t:” v

Of course there, will be grumb]mgs There always are But
this plan is a sure-fire winner,

The thought of negotiations witha major televismn network

- for rights to conference games is staggering. A contract for 35

percent of the population in football and a contract for 15 in bas-
ketball. ‘(By the way, the 35 percent figure ignores Baltimore,
Washington ahd Atlanta, all ‘which are right in the path of the
‘conference. Throw those in and the share moves to 40.)

In football, the NCAA allows a 12th game to be played for a
conference charnplonsth ‘when 12 teams are split into two divi-

swns which would happen under this plan. More money.

Wanhnt more? Consider how much a bowl would pay to have
the Metro champien in its game. Consider how much a bowl
would pay to have the runner-up. There has been talk that as
many as three bowls would tie into this conference.

; K, OK, you may say, the glitch is that WVU gets to keep all

‘the money it earns in bowl games. Now, révenue sharing would
slice that to little pieces. -

. Wrong. Sources say the initial proposa] for post-season reve-
nue sharing had it that the school would keep 90 percent of the
take. The rest of the conference would split the remaining 10 per-
cent.

And here’s a predlctlon down the road, Pitt, Syracuse and
Boston College will want in the basketball league. Once those
schools realize they can push the Metro to the level of the Big
East in basketball television dollars and be in an all-sports setup,
the frame will be squared

Right Ken?

“There's no question about that  said Haines. “But I think
it will take some time to really study the ramifications of that
move for those schools. I don't think they are ready at this point
to bail out of the Big East, which has a good track record up to
this point.

“Now, it may be that after an association with these other
schools in football that that sort of scenario would be more at-
tractive to them. Right now, I don’t think the Big East schools
are ready to make that ‘move and that is why we made the sug-
gestion we did.”

Too good to be frue'7 Maybe. Maybe not.

If you're looking for possible roadblocks, here they are: Flor-
ida State and South Carolina.

Florida State has a chance to be in the Southeastern Confer-
ence. South Carolina may have a shot at _]ommg the Atlantic.
Coast Conference.

Those in South Carolina have been’ comp]ainmg for years
that the GamecocKs should be in the ACC. If a slot opens, it may
be tough for those in tharge to turn it down. The athletic direc-
tor would have to make a stand. The Metro would mean’ more
money, but would public perception allow him to keep his job
long enough to realize that money? Same deal with Florida State.

_The bottom line is, however both of those schools should
Jump at this propgsal. .



